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Dear Sir: 



GROUP 3600 



Applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to instmct the Examiner to 
withdraw the final nature of the Office Action mailed September 12, 2003. 

In the last Office Action, mailed December 16, 2002, the Examiner had 
rejected, inter alia^ claim 1 as unpatentable over Togher et al. in view of Hartheimer et al. 
In our responsive Amendment, the appUcants explained why the Examiner's rejection was 
improper. The applicants did not, however, make any amendments to the claims. 

In the final Office Action mailed September 12, 2003, the Examiner has 
withdrawn his prior rejection over Togher et al. in view of Hartheimer et al. and has 
substituted a new rejection based on Togher et al, and Official Notice. In this rejection, 
the Examiner takes Official Notice of certain features of applicants' invention and uses this 
Official Notice, in combination wdth Togher et al., to reject, inter alia^ claim 1 as obvious. 
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Such a new ground of rejection was not caused by any claim amendments made 
by the applicants. Accordingly, the Examiner's final rejection is premature and should be 



withdrawn. 



Dated: September 22, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 



By Sy-gS:^ 



Steven I. Weisburd 
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